Engaging with communities to identify
opportunities and accelerate deployment of
renewable energy projects.
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SZ FEL looks at opportunities to tackle both climate change and fuel poverty through the

delivery of renewable energy projects, by working directly with local communities.
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Step1

Analysis of
technical potential
for renewables
using best
available data.

Will highlight good
areas to hold FEL
workshops.

Agree areas to
hold workshops.
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Constraints mapping identifies potential areas for
consideration for renewables
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Solar farm

Each card powers 660 homes
(2.5 megawatt) per 12 acres,
or about 7 football fields

Powers 638 homes, Powers 722 homes

100 metres tall, | megawatt.
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Step 3

With the help of
the local authority
and community
groups, organise
workshop.

Prepare engaging
materials for use in
the workshop.

North West \ I

Powers 638 homes

100 metres tall
(1 megawatt)

South West




Step 4
Hold workshop.

We explore how
the local
community values
their area, how
much of their
energy needs
could be met by
renewables, and
how they could
benefit.




Step 5

Follow up
engagement with
the wider
community; clarify
if the views of
workshop
participants
resonate with
them.

Final report;
shortlist of sites
identified.
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85% of participating communities supported
renewable energy projects that could meet
or exceed their annual electricity needs.

62% expressed majority support for onshore
wind.
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Evolving FEL: 2025-26 Project

Analysis of
technical potential
for renewables
using best
available data.

Will highlight good
areas to hold FEL
workshops.

Agree areas to
hold workshops.

Community
engagement,
ascertain interest in
taking shortlisted sites

forward.

Technical review of
shortlisted sites.

Create a baseline
for the area
(energy and heat
demand, carbon
emissions).

Create ‘menu’ of
opportunities for
renewables
development in
that area.

Agree priority site in
line with community
interest and technical
view

With the help of
the local authority
and community
groups, organise
workshop.

Prepare engaging
materials for use in
the workshop.
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Hold workshop.

We explore how
the local
community values
their area, how
much of their
energy needs
could be met by
renewables, and
how they could
benefit.

Planning and
preparation of CEF
application (or similar)

Review and
finalisation of CEF
application (or similar)

Follow up
engagement with
the wider
community; clarify
if the views of
workshop
participants
resonate with
them.

Final report;
shortlist of sites
identified.
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Local Authority Partners

Bath & North East
Somerset Council

Improving People’s Lives

(\,. North
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Project partners

Community Partners
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Neil Best
Senior Planner for Net-Zero
neil.best@cse.orqg.uk
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Centre for
Sustainable

Energy

We're a charity supporting people and organisations across the UK to tackle
the climate emergency and end the suffering caused by cold homes.
cse.org.uk



http://www.cse.org.uk/
mailto:neil.best@cse.org.uk

