
APPLYING TO THE 
GREAT BRITISH ENERGY 
COMMUNITY FUND

19th October 2026



AGENDA

• An overview of the GBE Community Fund

Watch our GBE Local funding webinars | Great 

British Energy

• The key elements of a high quality application, 

including your project plan and risk assessment

o With a focus on Stage 1 & Stage 2

• How to access support from the Hub

• Q&A

Receiving support from the Hub, including application reviews, feedback, or 

technical assistance, does not guarantee funding. All applications are subject 

to GBE’s eligibility requirements, assessment criteria, and final decision-

making process, which remains independent of any support provided by the 

Hub.

https://www.gbe.gov.uk/blog/watch-our-gbe-local-funding-webinars
https://www.gbe.gov.uk/blog/watch-our-gbe-local-funding-webinars


Read the 
Guidance

The GBECF supports communities to develop and own clean energy 

projects.

It provides grant funding to help communities to test whether a 

project idea is viable, develop it into a strong, investment ready 
proposal, and secure funding to build the project.

GBECF is split into 3 stages:

• Stage 1 – feasibility, up to £40k

o Type A: Clean energy generation assets

o Type B: Clean energy advice and efficiency projects (Stage 1 only)
• Stage 2 – development, up to £100k

• Stage 3 – New - capital, up to £3m (or up to 50% of total capital costs)

Eligible groups are listed in the Guidance.

For the purposes of GBECF, a project must demonstrate both of the following:

• Ownership: the community will hold a defined legal and financial interest in the 

project.

• Benefit: a defined share of project benefits will be retained for, or delivered to, the 

local community.
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The GBECF supports communities to develop and own clean energy 

projects.

It provides grant funding to help communities to test whether a 

project idea is viable, develop it into a strong, investment ready 
proposal, and secure funding to build the project.



Type B 
projects

Type B: Clean energy advice and 

efficiency projects (Stage 1 only)

Read the 
Guidance!

• Community energy advice services

• Bulk buy retrofit for energy efficiency measures or clean energy technologies (for 

example insulation, heat pumps or solar panels)

• Energy efficiency programmes for multiple households

Funding cannot be used for the ongoing delivery of advice services, routine operational 

costs, or the direct installation of energy efficiency measures.

For the purposes of GBECF, a project must demonstrate both of the following:
• Ownership: the community will hold a defined legal and financial interest in the 

project.

• Benefit: a defined share of project benefits will be retained for, or delivered to, the 

local community.



Decide 
your 

Stage



Login to 
the portal

• Certain questions accept only a number

• Certain questions result in another question 

popping open

• Certain questions you may really not know the 

answer to...

All applications must be submitted via the online portal
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Exhibit A:



Don't 
panic!

Exhibit A:

Use the 
full word 

count

For the purposes of GBECF, a project must demonstrate 

both of the following:

• Ownership: the community will hold a defined legal 

and financial interest in the project.
• Benefit: a defined share of project benefits will be 

retained for, or delivered to, the local community.
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If you don't know the answer, should 
you know the answer? 

How will you find out the answer?
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Read the 
Guidance!



Use the 
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framework
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As a minimum, your project plan should include:

• Key stages and milestones

• Timeline and delivery schedule, including start and completion dates

• Roles and responsibilities within the project team

• Key dependencies and assumptions

• Critical path activities, where delays could impact delivery

• Outputs and deliverables expected at each stage
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As a minimum, your project plan should include:

• Key stages and milestones

• Outputs and deliverables expected at each stage

• Timeline and delivery schedule, including start and completion dates

• Critical path activities, where delays could impact delivery

• Key dependencies and assumptions

• Roles and responsibilities within the project team

The WHAT

The HOW

The understanding 

of potential issues

How we will manage the 

project (including issues)





Use the 
assessment 
framework

Provide 
evidence 



Make is as easy as you can for the 
assessors to find what they need

Clearly name 
any uploaded 

files and 
supplimentary 

docs
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Common issues with Risk Assessment:

• Misunderstanding of the risk impacts and how or whether these change 

as a result of mitigation

• Obvious risks missing from the assessment

• Risks clearly articulated elsewhere in the application missing from the 

assessment

• Vague mitigations, eg "We will closely manage it"...

• Risk assessments that only refer to the technical delivery but not the 

wider project

Remember why you are doing this! 
Community Energy is a powerful, positive, inspiring, and important 

way to impact positively on our communities now and into the future





Read the 
Guidance

Ownership 
AND Benefit

Decide 
your 

Stage

Login to 
the portal

Don't 
panic!

If you don't know the answer, should 
you know the answer? 

How will you find out the answer?

Use the 
full word 

count

Use the 
assessment 
framework

Provide 
evidence 

Make is as easy as you can for the 
assessors to find what they need

Clearly name 
any uploaded 

files and 
supplimentary 

docsRemember why you are doing this! 
Community Energy is a powerful, positive, inspiring, and important 

way to impact positively on our communities now and into the future

In the SW, ask 
for support 

early!



We can provide support as you develop 

your application.

For support in the south west of England, 

you must request support via this form:

GBE Community Fund - Request For 

Support Form

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=yMHJPgLkaEmP9KEN614EkxeLwOdLRtZAtgU2hUTLxmdUQlQ5RTVCMkhUU1RJVTFPU05NNEhPUEpKSS4u
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=yMHJPgLkaEmP9KEN614EkxeLwOdLRtZAtgU2hUTLxmdUQlQ5RTVCMkhUU1RJVTFPU05NNEhPUEpKSS4u
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=yMHJPgLkaEmP9KEN614EkxeLwOdLRtZAtgU2hUTLxmdUQlQ5RTVCMkhUU1RJVTFPU05NNEhPUEpKSS4u
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=yMHJPgLkaEmP9KEN614EkxeLwOdLRtZAtgU2hUTLxmdUQlQ5RTVCMkhUU1RJVTFPU05NNEhPUEpKSS4u
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=yMHJPgLkaEmP9KEN614EkxeLwOdLRtZAtgU2hUTLxmdUQlQ5RTVCMkhUU1RJVTFPU05NNEhPUEpKSS4u
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